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Project ACE Receives 

$25,000 Collective Impact Grant
January 9, 2012 – Lansing, MI – The Michigan College Access Network (MCAN) is pleased to announce Project ACE has received a $25,000 Collective Impact grant to strengthen its college access strategy to coordinate individuals from broad cross-sector entities within the community to affect larger-scale social change.  

Local college access networks coordinate programs, services and resources that lower the barriers preventing students, particularly low-income, first-generation and students of color, from pursuing post-secondary educational opportunities.  Leaders in education, the nonprofit sector, business, government and philanthropy work together to design a local strategy to foster a college-going culture and dramatically increase the college participation and completion rates.
The Project ACE team consists of a network of community partners and schools who aim to increase college going rates in the communities of Wayne, Westland, Inkster and Romulus, primarily among first generation and low-income students. Project ACE is dedicated to providing student support and celebrating academic achievement from birth through post-secondary education. 

“We have been making progress through many collaborative efforts with members of the Project ACE team,” Director Joy Mason said. “We hope to solidify existing partnerships and create new partnerships that will help further our goal.” 
“Project ACE has made great strides toward building a college-going culture in Western Wayne communities,” said Brandy Johnson, director of the Michigan College Access Network. “The review committee was extremely pleased with the number of organizations committed to the collective impact process and deep understanding that the quality of education is directly related to the community’s economic vitality and quality of life.” 
Currently, 35.6 percent of Michigan’s 25-to-64-year-olds possess at least an associate’s degree, ranking Michigan 33rd among all states. Michigan’s rate lags behind the national average of 37.9 percent. It is MCAN’s goal to increase Michigan’s post-secondary educational attainment rate to 60 percent by the year 2025.

About Michigan College Access Network

As the leader in the state’s college access movement, MCAN’s mission is to dramatically increase Michigan’s college participation and completion rates, particularly among low-income students, first-generation students, and students of color.  MCAN also supports two statewide college access initiatives: MichiganCAP, a one-stop-shop for students to plan, apply and pay for college at www.michigancap.org, and KnowHow2GOMichigan, a public awareness campaign designed to encourage and prepare low-income students and their families to take the necessary steps toward college. (www.knowhow2gomichigan.org). For more information, visit www.micollegeaccess.org. You can also find MCAN on Facebook at www.facebook.com/micollegeaccess.

About Project ACE
Project ACE's goal is to combat staggering rates of college-qualified, first generation, low-income high school graduates who fail to pursue post-secondary education, by providing college admission and financial aid guidance.

Project ACE serves the communities of Wayne, Westland, Inkster and Romulus.


For more information about Project ACE, contact Joy Mason (jmason.cti@gmail.com) 
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